Oxygen-independent microbicidal mechanisms of phagocytes.
The principal biological function of phagocytic cells is the destruction of invading microorganisms. Following phagocytosis, microbes are exposed to multiple antimicrobial substances ranging in complexity from simple oxygen radicals to large proteins. These substances disrupt various microbial structures and eventually kill and digest most of the invaders. This review is focused on oxygen-independent microbicidal mechanisms in granulocytes and macrophages.